April - Week 3

AprilK - 1st| W3

Today's Suggested Schedule—April 2026, Week 3

Bible Story: Great Commission and Ascension « Matthew 28:16-20, Acts
1:1-1

Bottom Line: You can share the good news about Jesus.

Monthly Memory Verse: Always be joyful because you belong to the
Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful!  Philippians 4:4 NIrV

Loud sounds, bright lights, and large groups can be overwhelming or
overstimulating for some children. To create a more inclusive large
group experience, consider offering adaptive tools like noise-canceling
headphones, sunglasses, sensory-friendly items, or access to modified
spaces.

Prelude: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed
description of what you'll need for today.

In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you'll find a variety of other
resources to help you prepare.

Small Group (15 minutes)
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Opening Activity

Large Group (35 minutes)

Story: Communicating God's Truth in Engaging Ways
Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God

Opener

Worship

Bible Story (sections from God's Big Story are listed as optional)
Prayer

Small Group (25 minutes)

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Emoji Story
Application Activity: Be a Smartie

Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss
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Great Commission and Ascension « Matthew
28:16-20, Acts 1:1-11

g

Bible Story

Conversation Starter

What does it mean to you that God is with you?

Bottom Line

You can share the good news about Jesus.

Monthly Memory Verse
Always be joyful because you belong to the

Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful! « Philippians
4:4 NIrV
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5 min

Social

5 min

Social Activity | Made to Explore

What You Need

:2.  Offering container 1

:2.  Inflatable globe balls 1
EveryChild Tips

o For kids with sensory sensitivities who
may not want to reach into a bag
where they can’t see, you can let them
look in the bag before reaching inside.
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What You Do:

Welcome kids by name with a high five or fist bump.

Encourage the kids to sit or stand in a circle on the floor.

Explain that you are going to pass the “world" around the circle, but
there's a catch! They cannot use their hands.

They must use their feet, elbows, or knees to pass the globe to the
person next to them.

If the globe touches the ground, they can use their hands to pick it up
and start again.

See how many times they can get the globe all the way around the
circle.

What You Say:

"That was tricky but fun! We sent the world all around to all the people in
our group. In our true story from the Bible today, Jesus gave His friends
a very big job to do. He wanted them to take His message of love to
everyone in the whole world! Let's go see what He said.”
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5 min

Bible Story
Review

5 min

Emoji Story | Made to Play
What You Need

o] Bible

5] "Emoiji Story” Activity Page

o] Scissors

EveryChild Tips

» Begin by providing an example of the
emojis in the correct order.

o Repeat the words slowly and several
times to allow processing time.
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What You Do:

» Read Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1:4-11 out loud to the group. Tell the
kids that they are two different, but very important, events!

e Give each kid a set of four emoji pictures.

« Tell the kids that these emojis help us remember and share the story
of Jesus.

« Invite the kids to work together to place the emojis in the correct order
as you talk through the Good News:

» Heart: God loves us so much that He sent Jesus as His rescue plan.

» Cross: Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for our sins.

o Empty Tomb: Jesus rose again on the third day. He is alive!

» Heaven: When we choose to accept Jesus' gift of forgiveness, we can
live with God forever in heaven.

» Once the emojis are in order, encourage kids to practice using the
pictures to tell the story to a partner.

o Let them mix up the emojis and retell the story again.

What You Say:

"These emojis help us remember the BEST story ever—the good news
about Jesus! God loves us so much that Jesus came to rescue us. He
died on the cross to pay for our sins so we could be close to God. And
then Jesus rose from the dead! Now, anyone who chooses to accept
what Jesus did on the cross can be God's friend forever!

"Jesus gave His friends, the disciples, a big job—a really big job! Jesus
told His friends to tell everyone around the world about Him. You can use
these emojis to share Jesus with everyone, everywhere you go, just like
Jesus told His followers to do. [Bottom Line] You can share the good
news about Jesus."
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Application
Activity

5 min
Be a Smartie | Made to Connect
What You Need

:22  Rolls of Smarties® candy
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What You Do:

« Give each kid a roll of Smarties.

 Tell them that being a “Smartie” means making the smart choice to
share the good news.

» Ask them to think of one person they can share their Smarties with this
week.

» When they give the candy to that person, they can say, “Jesus loves
you!"

What You Say:

“Sharing a treat is a great way to start sharing Jesus. When you give
someone those Smarties, you can tell them about Jesus. You can tell
them that Jesus loves everyone and that Jesus died so everyone who
chooses to can be with God forever! Then, Jesus rose again! Remember
that Jesus is always with you. Jesus will help you be brave and kind
and help you think of people to tell about Him. And when you share the
good news about Jesus, it will bring you joy. This week, remember that
[Bottom Line] you can share the good news about Jesus."”
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5 min

Prayer

5 min

Pray and Dismiss | Made to
Reflect

What You Need

o] Construction paper 1
:2:  Clear or washi tape Several
5]  Washable markers Several
o] Stickers Several
Week 3 April 2026
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What To Do:

» Give each kid a piece of construction paper, and encourage kids to
decorate their paper with markers and/or stickers.

» Help each kid roll their paper into a cone shape to make a megaphone.
Tape it in place.

 Ask the kids to think of one person they want to tell about Jesus this
week (a friend, a cousin, a neighbor).

» One by one, have them use their megaphone to shout out just the first
name of that person.

o After everyone has shouted a name, pray for all those people.

What You Say:

“God hears us when we shout and when we whisper. We can talk to God
anytime and anywhere! He knows all the people you shouted for, and He
wants them to know Him too. Let's remember to tell others about Jesus
this week! Let's pray.

"Dear God, thank You for always being with us. Thank You for giving us
the job of telling others about You. Please be with us as we talk to our
friends and family this week about Jesus. Help us to be brave and full
of joy as we share the good news of Your great love. We love You, and
we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen."
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[
Supplies
Social Activity | Made to Explore

1 Offering container

2. Inflatable globe balls

Emoji Story | Made to Play

1. Bible
2. "Emoiji Story” Activity Page
3. Scissors
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Quantity

Quantity

Be a Smartie | Made to Connect

1. Rolls of Smarties® candy

Pray and Dismiss | Made to Reflect

1. Construction paper
2. Clear or washi tape
3. Washable markers
4. Stickers
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Quantity

Quantity
1

Several

Several

Several

6



