
February - Week 3

2-3 | Feb W3
Small Group (15 minutes)

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Opening Activity

 

Large Group (35 minutes)

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God

Opener

Worship

Bible Story (sections about God’s Big Story are included as optional)

Prayer

 

Small Group (25 minutes)

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Like It or Not

Respond with Love

Memory Verse Activity: Draw the Verse

Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

 

Bible Story

Zacchaeus • Luke 19:1-10

 Bottom Line

The love of Jesus changes people.

Monthly Memory Verse

“I give you a new command. Love one another. 
You must love one another, just as I have loved 
you.” • John 13:34 NIrV 
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5 min

Social
5 min

23 Social Activity | Made to Play
What You Need

Offering Container 1

"Tic Tac Love" Activity Page 1

What You Do:
• Greet each kid by name with a fist bump, 

high-five, smile, or wave as they arrive!
• Invite any kids who brought an offering to 

place it in the offering container.
• Pair the kids up.
• Give each pair a “Tic Tac Love” board and 

game pieces.
• Show them how to play Tic-Tac-Toe. One 

person will be “Jesus” and the other will be 
“Hearts.”

• Invite them to play several rounds against 
each other.

• Encourage them to cheer for each other, even 
if they lose a round.

What You Say:
“Tic-Tac-Toe is such a fun game! It’s great to play with friends.-
[Transition] In our true story from the Bible today, we’re going to 
hear about a man named Zacchaeus who didn’t have many friends 
because he was a dishonest tax collector. But one day, he met Jesus, 
who saw him, and it changed everything! Let’s go find out what 
happened.”

5 min

Bible Story 
Review
5 min

Like It or Not | Made to Play
What You Need

Floor tape 1

What You Do:
• Place a line of tape down the center of the 

room or your Small Group rug.
• Instruct all of the kids to stand on the line.
• Explain that one side of the line is the “Like” 

side and the other is the “Don’t Like” side.
•

What You Say:
“You know this story so well! People did not like Zacchaeus. He was a 
chief tax collector who cheated his neighbors. Since Zacchaeus was 
not very tall, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree just to get a 
glimpse of Jesus. But Jesus looked up, called him by name, and said, �I 
must stay at your house today� (Luke 19:5 NIrV). Jesus showed him love 
no matter what he had done, and that made all the difference. It’s true 
that [Bottom Line] the love of Jesus can change things for the better.” 
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Start by calling out some fun things and have 
them jump to the side that matches their 
opinion.
• “Pineapple on pizza!”
• “Doing homework!”
• "Touching slime!”
• “Building with LEGO®!”

• After a few fun ones, switch to reviewing the 
Bible Story. Say a statement about the Bible 
Story. If it happened in the story, instruct the 
kids to go to the “like” side. If it didn’t happen, 
direct the kids to go to the “don’t like” side.
• "Zacchaeus was a very tall man.” (“Don’t 

like” side)
• “Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see Jesus.” 

(“Like” side)
• “Jesus was angry with Zacchaeus.” (“Don’t 

like” side) 
• “Jesus went to Zacchaeus’s house for 

dinner.” (“Like” side) 
• “Zacchaeus decided to give back the 

money he had stolen.” (“Like” side)

5 min

Application 
Activity
5 min

23 – Respond with Love | Made to 
Imagine
What You Need

"Respond with Love" Activity Pages 0

What You Do:
• Read one of the scenario cards aloud.
• Ask the group, “What would you normally 
want to do in that situation?” (e.g., get mad, say 
something mean back)
• Then ask: “How can you respond with the love 
of Jesus instead?”
• Brainstorm kind and loving responses 
together.
• Continue with each of the scenarios

What You Say:
“It’s not always easy to choose love, is it? But when we remember how 
Jesus loved Zacchaeus—even when he had done wrong things—it helps 
us. Even when everyone was whispering that Jesus had gone to be 
the �guest of a sinner,’ Jesus chose love. We can ask Jesus to help us 
show love to others too. Zacchaeus’s response of generosity and making 
things right shows that [Bottom Line] the love of Jesus can change 
things for the better.”
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5 min

Memory Verse 
Activity
5 min

23 – Draw the Verse | Made to 
Create
What You Need

Bibles Several

Paper 1

Coloring supplies Several

What You Do:
• Give every kid a Bible and direct them to look 

up John 13:34. 
• Demonstrate how to look up the verse using 

the Bible Navigation Tips below:

Finding verses for 2-3rd graders: Guide them to 
open their Bibles to the front and find the table of 
contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of 
contents to show the kids what the page looks 
like.) When the kids find the table of contents, 
lead them to find the name of the book in the 
list. When they find the book, lead them to look 
at the page number beside it. Explain that the 
number tells them on what page they can find 
that book. Help the kids find the page. When 
they find the book, explain that the big numbers 
on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them 
find the correct chapter. Then explain that the 
small numbers are verse numbers. Help them 
find the correct verse in that chapter. 

• Repeat the verse aloud several times. 
• Review any words that might be unfamiliar to 

the kids.
• Give each kid a piece of paper and coloring 

supplies.
• Give each kid one part of the verse to write 

and then illustrate.
• Kid 1: “I give 
• Kid 2: you a new command. 
• Kid 3: Love 
• Kid 4: one another. 
• Kid 5: You must 
• Kid 6: love 

What You Say:
“Your illustrations are awesome! These pictures will help us remember 
the verse! Jesus’ command to love one another is so important. Jesus’ 
love for Zacchaeus changed his life. Jesus told him, �Today salvation has 
come to your house� (Luke 19:9 NIrV). When we follow Jesus’ command, 
we also see that [Bottom Line] the love of Jesus can change things for 
the better."
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• Kid 7: one another,
• Kid 8: just as I 
• Kid 9: have loved you.” 
• Kid 10: John 13:34 
• If you have more than 10 kids, pair kids to 

work together. If you have fewer than 10 kids, 
give each kid more than one part to write and 
illustrate. 

• Invite the kids to put their pieces of paper 
together. Read the verse together several 
times.

5 min

Discussion 
Questions
5 min

Discussion Questions
What You Need

No supplies needed

What You Do:
Ask:
• Zacchaeus climbed a tree just to see Jesus. What do you think made 

him so eager to see Jesus—and what might that say about what was 
missing in his life?

• Jesus called Zacchaeus by name and wanted to spend time with him, 
even though others called Zacchaeus a “sinner.” What does this teach 
you about how Jesus sees people who have messed up or feel left 
out?

• Zacchaeus didn’t just feel loved—he changed. Why do you think 
experiencing Jesus’ love made Zacchaeus want to make things right 
instead of being told to?

• The crowd judged Zacchaeus and whispered about him, but Jesus 
chose kindness. When have you seen someone judged by others, and 
how could you respond more like Jesus in that kind of moment?

• The story says that the love of Jesus changes people. How has 
knowing that Jesus loves you—no matter what—changed the way you 
see yourself or treat others? 

5 min

Prayer
5 min

23 – Pray and Dismiss | Made to 
Reflect

What You Say:
“Thank you for sharing your hearts with Jesus. He loves you, and He 
is powerful enough to help with every single one of these things. Let’s 
pray.
 
“Dear God, thank You for the story of Zacchaeus. It reminds us that Your 
love is so powerful. Please help us with the areas we talked to You about. 
We know that You can make things better. Help us to share Your love 
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What You Need

Prayer jar from Week 1 1

Bag of candy hearts from Week 1 1

What To Do: 
• Ask the kids to think of one thing they would 

like to see Jesus change in their hearts for the 
better. It could be their bad attitude when it 
comes to doing math, how they’re jealous of 
their little brother, or how they’re tempted to 
lie in a situation because it seems easier.

• Invite them to think of that one thing and talk 
to Jesus silently and pray, “Dear Jesus, please 
change my heart in this area. I need Your help 
to make it better.”

• When the kids are done praying silently, give 
them each a candy heart and encourage them 
to put it in the prayer jar.

• Explain that sometimes we are the ones who 
need to be prayed for. Sometimes it’s our 
hearts that need to be changed for the better, 
and God loves to help us do that!

• Close in a group prayer.
• Store the Prayer Jar in a safe place to use 

again next week.

with others this week. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ 
name. Amen."
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Supplies
23 Social Activity | Made to Play Quantity

1. Offering Container 1

2. "Tic Tac Love" Activity Page 1

Like It or Not | Made to Play Quantity

1. Floor tape 1

23 – Respond with Love | Made to Imagine Quantity

1. "Respond with Love" Activity Pages 0

23 – Draw the Verse | Made to Create Quantity

1. Bibles Several

2. Paper 1

3. Coloring supplies Several

23 – Pray and Dismiss | Made to Reflect Quantity

1. Prayer jar from Week 1 1

2. Bag of candy hearts from Week 1 1
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