Preteen Small Group

October — Week 1

Small Group
Leader Guide

Today's Suggested Schedule

See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document
for a detailed description of what you'll need for today. In
the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you'll find a variety of
other resources to help you prepare.

Small Group (15 minutes)

1. Opening Activity

Large Group (35 minutes)

Opener

Worship

Bible Story (sections about God's Big Story are listed as
optional)

Conversation Starter

Prayer

v

vy

Small Group (25 minutes)

Take a Snapshot

Bible Story Extension and Discussion Questions
Verses to Take with You

Make It Personal with Prayer

AN

Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue Card (print or email)
Parent Cue App and ParentCue.org

v

Need activities for a K-5th group? Check out the 2nd-3rd grade guide.
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Samuel Anoints David
1Samuel 16:1-13

What does it mean to
be wise?

God can help you make
the wise choice.

“It is much better to get
wisdom than gold. It is
much better to choose
understanding than
silver.”

Proverbs 16:16 NirV

Inclusive Pro Tips %

This leader guide is designed
to be inclusive of children

with a disability who attend

a group with their peers. See
highlighted sections below for
additional inclusive pro-tips.
Check out the Special Needs
Resource Kit for more ideas for
adapting each segment.
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http://www.parentcue.org/app
http://www.parentcue.org

Preteen Small Group

October — Week 1

Opening
Activity

What You Need

O Offering container

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Allow kids to work in pairs.
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@ What You Do

Pray for your group before they arrive - Ask God to prepare the
hearts of preteens who are walking through your door. Some are
full of questions, some are ready to lead, some are just figuring
things out. Thank God for the reminder that He saw something
special in David, even when others didn’t. He saw David’s heart, full
of love for Him. Thank God for seeing the same potential in every
kid in your group! Pray that they would feel seen, known, and loved
by God. Ask the Holy Spirit to help them lean into God’s wisdom,
even when they don't feel strong, important, or ready.

Welcome kids by name as they arrive with a high five, fist bump, or a
wave.

Invite any kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering
container.

Gather the kids together.

Ask: "What's your favorite amusement park?”

Move Together:

1

Explain and demonstrate how to play:

- Say, "We're going to pretend we're headed to an amusement park,
but there's a mystery rule about what can come with us! Your goal
is to listen, guess the pattern, and see if your item makes the cut!”

- The leader will start by saying, “I'm going to an amusement park,
and I'm bringing (name of item). What are you bringing?”

- The goal is for the kids to identify the rule and answer the
question with the rule in mind.

- If their item matches the mystery rule, respond warmly with: “Yes!
That totally fits. Welcome to the park!”

- If it doesn't fit, say kindly: “That item can't come into the park.
Would you like to bring something else?”

- Let them try again and reassure them it's all about discovering the

rule!
-> Continue until everyone's had a turn or the group figures out the
rule.
2. If time allows, play several rounds using the questions below.
Questions:
1. "What are you bringing?”
2. "What kind of snacks do you want to get?”
3. "What kind of rides do you want to get on?"
4. "What characters do you want to see?”

Rule Suggestions:

Gs NS

Starts with the letter "B"
An animal

Something red

Starts with the letter “T"
Something yellow

Transition - Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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Preteen Small Group @ What You Say

October — Week 1
“That was hilarious! And kind of tricky, right? You had to think before

you spoke. Some of your choices got you in, while others didn't. This
reminds me of when God chose David to be king. David didn't look like
the obvious choice, at all! But God knew that something deeper was more

o important.
O pe n I ng “Today, we're discovering that godly wisdom helps us look deeper
A f. o too—at our choices, our friendships, and even how we treat others.
C |V|'|'y Let's go find out more!”

Transition - Lead your group to the Large Group area.
What You Need

O Offering container

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Allow kids to work in pairs.
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Preteen Small Group

October — Week 1

Take a
Snapshot

Application Activity

Faith Skills
Hear from God Pray to God
Talk about God Live for God
What You Need

O Pencils or pens
O “Fast Pass" Activity Page

Inclusive Pro Tips %

If this activity works best
when the kids work and reflect
independently, allow them to
do so.

252Kids October 2025
Small Group Wisdomland

@ What You Do

1. Give each kid one Fast Pass card from the “Fast Pass" Activity Page

and a pencil or pen.

Encourage them to write their names on their “Fast Pass."”

Invite them to form groups of 2-3.

4. Direct the kids to read the verse on their cards aloud to their group
and answer the reflection questions on the back together.

5. After reflection time, gather the entire group together.

6. Invite kids to share their verses and their insights with the group if
comfortable.

wn

Make It Personal - Share an age-appropriate time when God
helped you make a wise choice. Briefly explain the situation, how
you felt, and how God showed up!

7. Explain:

- A "Fast Pass" gets you to the front of the line at an amusement
park.

- Wisdom is like a fast pass that leads you through life well. And
God wants to give you wisdom! When we read the Bible, pause
to reflect, and ask the Holy Spirit for help, God can speak directly
to you and show you how to live wisely! God wants to give you
wisdom!

- God wants to give you wisdom right now, not just when you're
older. You might not be picking a college or deciding on a job yet,
but you are choosing how to treat your friends, how to respond
when someone's unkind, or what to do when you feel left out. God
cares about every single one of those moments, He goes through
every single one of those moments with you through His Spirit,
and as you seek Him, He will help you navigate them all!

- NOTE: Each week, kids will receive a "Fast Pass.” Encourage
them to collect them and take them home!
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Preteen  Small Group (@ What You Do
October — Week 1

Ask the following:

1. What does it mean to be wise?

2. Why do you think God wants us to grow in wisdom?

3. What makes it hard to make the wise choice when others around you

Discu ssion . choose not to?

. What helps you listen to God when making a decision?

Q 1.' 5. What can you pray to help you turn to God and ask Him for wisdom as
ues Ions you go through life with Him?

Bible Story Review

Faith Skills
Hear from God Pray to God
Talk about God Live for God
What You Need

- No Supplies Needed

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Be sensitive to kids who may
need extra time to process
their thoughts and respond. Be
patient and create a safe space
where everyone has a chance
to share when they're ready.

Frequently check for
understanding during
discussion by asking questions
like, “Can someone share in
their own words what we're
talking about?”
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Preteen Small Group

October — Week 1

Pray and
Dismiss

Prayer Activity
Faith Skills
Hear from God Pray to God
Talk about God Live for God
What You Need

O Pens or Pencils
O Index Cards
-> Optional: Soft Worship Music

Inclusive Pro Tips %

Allow the kids to draw or
doodle to God on the index card
if that works best for the kids in
your group.
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@ What You Do

1. Invite every kid to find a quiet space in your group area.

Give each kid an index card and a pencil.

3. Direct them to write a short prayer asking God to help them be wise
this week.

4. Once everyone is finished, prompt them to do one of the following
with their cards:
- Give it to a leader if they want someone to pray for them this

week.

- Keep it and take it home.

L

God, thank You for each of my friends here today. I'm so glad that we
don't have to have the perfect words to come to You—You just want our
hearts! You are all-knowing. You are in control. You're never confused
or caught off guard. That means we can be real with You about a tough
decision, a friendship, or something we're confused about. Help us to
remember You want to help us make wise choices each day! Remind us
to pause and ask You: ‘What should | do?’ We love You, God. We pray
these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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