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Inclusive Pro Tips 

This leader guide is designed 
to be inclusive of children 
with a disability who attend 
a group with their peers. See 
highlighted sections below for 
additional inclusive pro-tips. 
Check out the Special Needs 
Resource Kit for more ideas for 
adapting each segment.

TH

IS MONTH

Small Group 
Leader Guide

Today’s Bible Story

God has good  
things for me to do.

Adam and Eve 
Genesis 1:27-28; 2:15, 19-20

Key Question

Who has plans for you?

Bottom Line

God has plans for me.

Memory Verse

“‘For I know the plans I 
have for you,’ says the 
Lord.”
Jeremiah 29:11 NLT

ƛ̖daϤ׉s ƍΑʒʒes͸ed ƍɊʞedΑle

Prelude: Setting the tone for the experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document 
for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today. In 
the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of 
other resources to help you prepare.

ƍ˾all �r̖Α͋ ֤Լ5 ˾ʱ̅Α͸es֜

Social: Providing time for fun interaction
1. Pick and Sort
2. Pattern Play
3. So Many Animals

ęarʒe �r̖Α͋ ֤ԽԻ ˾ʱ̅Α͸es֜

Worship: Inviting people to respond to God  
Story: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways

 → “The Plans” and “Really Awesome Plan”
 → Bible Story
 → Prayer

ƍ˾all �r̖Α͋ ֤Խ5 ˾ʱ̅Α͸es֜

Groups: Creating a safe place to connect
1. Memory Verse with Motions
2. Good Things 
3. Build a Tree
4. Hungry Animals
5. Feed the Birds ! ALLERGY
6. Journal and Prayer

Home: Prompting action beyond the experience

 → Going Home
 → Memory Verse Card
 → Parent Cue Card (print or email)
 → Parent Cue App and ParentCue.org

http://www.parentcue.org/app
http://www.parentcue.org
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SOCIAL 2/3

Pattern
Play

What You Need

 ▢ “Pattern Play” Activity Page
 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ Crayons
 ▢ Scissors

➀ What You Do

Before the Activity
1. Copy the “Pattern Play” on cardstock and cut, one set per child.

During the Activity
1. Give each child a pattern card. Name the colors in the pattern. 
2. Encourage the children to recreate the pattern using crayons. 
3. Once they complete the pattern, provide a new card with a different 

sequence. 
4. Guide and celebrate their efforts as they work through each pattern.

After the Activity
Introduce the Bible Story.

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“Friends, today we are going to play a fun pattern game! Patterns are like 
plans that that tell us what is next. Let’s see if we can follow the plans on 
these cards using our crayons.”

During the Activity
“Look at this pattern! It goes red, blue, red… what color comes next? 
֤ŷ�ƨƍ_ �Oƀ ƀ_ƍŷOĬƍ_֥ל That’s right! Blue! Line up your crayons in the 
same pattern. ֤ŷ�ƨƍ_֥ל You did it! Now, let’s try another one. This one 
is yellow, yellow, green, yellow, yellow… what do you think comes next? 
֤ŷ�ƨƍ_ �Oƀ ƀ_ƍŷOĬƍ_֥ל Green! Great job! ֤IOĬƛÅĬƨ_ ǋÅƛ¡ _�I¡ I�ƀT֥ל 
You did such an amazing job following the plan on these cards and 
making these colorful patterns!”

After the Activity
“Today we are going to hear a Bible Story about two people who had to 
follow God’s plan! Are you ready to find out all about them? ֤ ŷ�ƨƍ_ �Oƀ 
ƀ_ƍŷOĬƍ_ƍ֥ל Let’s go!”

ƛra̅sʱ͸ʱ̖̅ ܋ Move to Worship and Story by marching in a Pattern 
Parade—step, clap, step, clap—all the way to your designated area! 

Inclusive Pro Tips 

Model placing the matching 
crayons on the “Pattern Play” 
Activity Page

Give children two crayons at 
time.

Assist each child, as needed. 

Ĥ�T_ TO

Play

US

ES MINIM
A

L SUPPLIES
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Memory
Verse with
Motions

Memory Verse Review

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ No Supplies Needed

Inclusive Optional Supplie

 ▢ “Memory Verse Hand Motions” 
PDF

 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ VELCRO® Dots
 ▢ Scissors

Note
You can find examples of hand motions in the “Memory Verse Hand 
Motions” PDF and video, included in the Prelude folder and on Pinterest.

➀ What You Do

Before the Activity
1. Say the Memory Verse and demonstrate the motions for the children. 
2. Invite the children to do them with you several times.

During the Activity
3. Teach the Memory Verse motions. 
4. Invite the children to do them with you several times.

After the Activity
Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.

I̖̅͸ʱ̅Αed ̖̅ ͸ʞe ̅eϟ͸ ͋aʒe ܋

Ĥ�T_ TO

Move

Inclusive Pro Tips 

Invite children to say it with you 
or repeat words after you. 

Set out the picture cutouts 
made from the “Memory 
Verse Hand Motions” PDF for 
children to hold up or point to 
as an alternative to saying or 
repeating the verse out loud.

If using this version, adjust 
wording in What You Say 
section accordingly.
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Memory
Verse with
Motions

Memory Verse Review

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ No Supplies Needed

Inclusive Optional Supplie

 ▢ “Memory Verse Hand Motions” 
PDF

 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ VELCRO® Dots
 ▢ Scissors

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“Friends, come stand with me, and let me tell you our brand-new Memory 
Verse! Ready to hear it? It goes like this. “‘For I know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ 
�ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I have for you,’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ says the Lord,” ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ 
Jeremiah 29:11. ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ¡�ĬTƍ ęÅď_ � AOOď֥”

During the Activity
“Now, let’s learn the motions. The first part of our verse says: ‘For I know.’ 
֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ל Put your hand up and tap the side of 
your head like this ֤ƛ�ŷ YOƨƀ ƛ_Ĥŷę_֥ל and say, ‘For I know.’ ֤ƀ_ŷ_�ƛ 
ǋÅƛ¡ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל Great job!

“The next part of our verse says: ‘The plans I have for you.’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ל 
March in place like this ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ and say, ‘The plans I have for you.’ 
֤ƀ_ŷ_�ƛ ǋÅƛ¡ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל Wonderful! Now let’s put that together. ‘For I 
know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I have for you.’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ל 
Great job!

“The next part of our verse says: ‘Says the Lord.’ ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ל Put one 
finger up and point to the sky like this ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ and say, ‘says the Lord.’ 
֤ƀ_ŷ_�ƛ ǋÅƛ¡ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל Nice job! Now let’s put that together. “‘For I 
know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I have for you,’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ 
says the Lord.’ ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ל

“Now the last part is: ‘Jeremiah 29:11.’ ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ¡�ĬTƍ ęÅď_ � AOOď֥ל Put 
your hands together in front of you and open them like you are opening a 
book ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ¡�ĬTƍ ęÅď_ � AOOď֥ and say: Jeremiah 29:11. ֤ƀ_ŷ_�ƛ ǋÅƛ¡ 
I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל Great job! I think we are ready to do it all together! Ready 
friends? ‘For I know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I have for 
you,’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ says the Lord,” ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ Jeremiah 29:11. ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ¡�ĬTƍ 
ęÅď_ � AOOď֥ Nice job. Let’s do it again!” ֤ƀ_ŷ_�ƛ ƍ_ǈ_ƀ�ę ƛÅĤ_ƍ֥ל

After the Activity
“The Bible teaches us that God has plans for ֦I¡ÅęT׉ƍ Ĭ�Ĥ_֧, and 
֦I¡ÅęT׉ƍ Ĭ�Ĥ_֧,  and ֦I¡ÅęT׉ƍ Ĭ�Ĥ_֧… ֤ƍ�Y _�I¡ I¡ÅęT׉ƍ Ĭ�Ĥ_֥ל God 
has plans for you and ֦AOƛƛOĤ ęÅĬ_֧ God has plans for me! Who has 
plans for you? ֦AOƛƛOĤ ęÅĬ_֧ God has plans for me!”

Ĥ�T_ TO

Move

Inclusive Pro Tips 

Invite children to say it with you 
or repeat words after you. 

Set out the picture cutouts 
made from the “Memory 
Verse Hand Motions” PDF for 
children to hold up or point to 
as an alternative to saying or 
repeating the verse out loud.

If using this version, adjust 
wording in What You Say 
section accordingly.
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Build a
Tree

Application Activity

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ Green Craft Sticks
 ▢ Red, Yellow, Green, and Orange 
Pom-poms

 ▢ Small Craft Tubes 

Inclusive Optional Supplies

 ▢ Hot Glue Gun
 ▢ Hot Glue Sticks

➀ What You Do

Before the Activity
1. Place a craft tube, three green craft sticks, and a few pom-poms in 

every color around the table, one set for every two children. 
2. Explain that you will work together with a partner to build a tree.  

During the Activity
1. Encourage children to stand the tube up in between the two partners. 

Then, ask the partners to work together to place two craft sticks on 
the top of the tube to create an “x”. 

2. Once in place, encourage children to add one more craft stick on top 
to create the tree’s canopy. 

3. Encourage children to carefully add their red pom-poms on top to 
create an apple tree. 

4. Once all the red pom-poms are added, encourage children to remove 
them and add green pom-poms to create a lime tree. 

5. Repeat with the orange and yellow pom-poms. 

After the Activity
Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story. 

I̖̅͸ʱ̅Αed ̖̅ ͸ʞe ̅eϟ͸ ͋aʒe ܋

Inclusive Pro Tips 

Assist each child, as needed.

Hot glue three green craft 
sticks together in an asterisk 
formation, one for every two 
children.

Ĥ�T_ TO

Think

3-5 Year-Olds Small Group

ƍe͋͸e˾ɂer ִ ǋee˗ Լ
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Build a
Tree

Application Activity

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ Green Craft Sticks
 ▢ Red, Yellow, Green, and Orange 
Pom-poms

 ▢ Small Craft Tubes 

Inclusive Optional Supplies

 ▢ Hot Glue Gun
 ▢ Hot Glue Sticks

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“Friends, come sit at the table! We’re going to work together with a friend 
to build a tree with these objects!”

During the Activity
“Okay let’s get started! Stand your tube up on the table like this. 
֤T_ĤOĬƍƛƀ�ƛ_֥ל Great job! This will be the trunk of your tree. Now, let’s 
add the branches. Everyone pick up a green craft stick and lay them 
across the top of the trunk to make an “x” like this. ֤T_ĤOĬƍƛƀ�ƛ_֥ל It’s 
starting to look like a tree! Let’s add one more craft stick right across the 
middle of the “x” like this. ֤T_ĤOĬƍƛƀ�ƛ_֥ל Great job. Now it’s time to add 
the fruit to your tree. Let’s make a red apple tree. Can you place the red 
pom-poms on the branches? Be careful so the tree doesn’t fall down! If it 
does though, that’s okay. We’ll just rebuild the tree! ֤ŷ�ƨƍ_֥ל Your apple 
trees look great! Let’s build a lime tree! What color are limes? ֤ŷ�ƨƍ_ �Oƀ 
ƀ_ƍŷOĬƍ_ƍ֥ל Green, that’s right! Let’s carefully take the red pom-poms 
off and add the green ones. ֤ŷ�ƨƍ_֥ל Fantastic! ֤IOĬƛÅĬƨ_ ǋÅƛ¡ ƛ¡_ 
Y_ęęOǋ �ĬT Oƀ�Ĭ�_ ŷOĤ-ŷOĤƍ֥ל That was so fun building the different 
fruit trees with you today!”

After the Activity
“God made Adam and Eve and put them in a beautiful garden. God loved 
Adam and Eve, and they loved God. God wanted Adam and Eve to take 
care of the garden and everything in it. That means take care of the land 
and the plants and the animals and grow food in the garden. God wanted 
Adam and Eve to take care of the things He made. God also asked Adam 
to name the animals! What a fun job! God gave Adam and Eve really good 
things to do, and God gives us good things to do too! God had plans for 
Adam and Eve, and God has plans for you and me too!  Who has plans for 
you? ֦AOƛƛOĤ ęÅĬ_֧ God has plans for me!”

Inclusive Pro Tips 

Assist each child, as needed.

Hot glue three green craft 
sticks together in an asterisk 
formation, one for every two 
children.

Ĥ�T_ TO

Think

3-5 Year-Olds Small Group

ƍe͋͸e˾ɂer ִ ǋee˗ Լ
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Journal 
and Prayer 
 
Prayer Activity

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ “Memory Verse Card" Activity 
Page

 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ Bible
 ▢ Scissors
 ▢ Journal
 ▢ Fun-shaped Pen

Note
You can find examples of hand 
motions in the “Memory Verse 
Hand Motions” PDF and video, 
included in the Prelude folder and 
on Pinterest.

➀ What You Do

Before the Activity
1. Copy “Memory Verse Card” on cardstock and cut, one per Small 

Group. 
2. Place one card in your Bible at Jeremiah 29:11. 

 → Note: Keep this card in your Bible all month long. 
3. Encourage the children to pretend to be any animal they want as you 

lead them to your Small Group spot. 
4. Sit down and gather the children around you.       

During the Activity
5. Review the Bible Story and Memory Verse Hand Motions, then 

encourage the children to help you make a list in the journal of good 
things they can do. 

After the Activity
Connect the Bottom Line to the Bible Story. 

I̖̅͸ʱ̅Αed ̖̅ ͸ʞe ̅eϟ͸ ͋aʒe ܋ 

Ĥ�T_ TO

Reflect
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Journal 
and Prayer 
 
Prayer Activity

Faith Skills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

What You Need

 ▢ “Memory Verse Card" Activity 
Page

 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ Bible
 ▢ Scissors
 ▢ Journal
 ▢ Fun-shaped Pen

Note
You can find examples of hand 
motions in the “Memory Verse 
Hand Motions” PDF and video, 
included in the Prelude folder and 
on Pinterest.

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“It’s Small Group time! Today we are going to pretend to be animals! 
Think of what kind of animal you want to be and pretend to be that 
animal while you follow me to our Small Group spot. I’m going to be a/an 
֦�ĬÅĤ�ę Ĭ�Ĥ_֧! Come on, animal friends! Follow me! ֤ŷƀ_ƛ_ĬT ƛO A_ �Ĭ 
�ĬÅĤ�ę �ƍ YOƨ ę_�T ƛ¡_ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ ƛO YOƨƀ ƍĤ�ęę �ƀOƨŷ ƍŷOƛ֥ל Here 
we are animal friends! You can be children now. It’s time to talk about 
today’s Bible Story. One, two, three, sit down with me!”

During the Activity
֤Oŷ_Ĭ ƛ¡_ AÅAę_ �ĬT ę�Y Åƛ ÅĬ �ƀOĬƛ O� ƛ¡_ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל “In our Bible 
Story today, we learned that God had good things for Adam and Eve to 
do. What were some of the good things Adam and Eve did? Let’s see…
they worked and cared for the garden. Oh! And Adam got to name all 
of the animals, like the ֤Ĭ�Ĥ_ ƍOĤ_ O� ƛ¡_ �ĬÅĤ�ęƍ ƛ¡_ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ 
ŷƀ_ƛ_ĬT_T ƛO A_֥. 

“God had plans for Adam and Eve, and God has plans for you and me too. 
That’s why when I ask, who has plans for you, we’ll say, ֦AOƛƛOĤ ęÅĬ_֧ 
God has plans for me! Let me hear you say it! Who has plans for you? 
֦AOƛƛOĤ ęÅĬ_֧ God has plans for me! He sure does! And the Bible verse 
we are going to learn will help us remember that God has plans for us. It 
says, “‘For I know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I have for 
you,’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ says the Lord," ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ Jeremiah 29:11. ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ¡�ĬTƍ 
ęÅď_ AOOď֥ל That is God talking to a man named Jeremiah. God knew the 
plans He had for Jeremiah, and God knows the plans He has for us too! 
Let’s stand up and say that Bible verse together! Just say what I say and 
do what I do! “‘For I know ֤ƛOƨI¡ ¡_�T ǋÅƛ¡ �ÅĬ�_ƀƛÅŷƍ֥ the plans I 
have for you,’ ֤Ĥ�ƀI¡֥ says the Lord," ֤ŷOÅĬƛ ƨŷ֥ Jeremiah 29:11. ֤Oŷ_Ĭ 
¡�ĬTƍ ęÅď_ AOOď֥ל 

“Wow! You sound great! ֤Ię�ŷ ¡�ĬTƍ֥ל Thank you for saying that with 
me. Now let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to 
God. ֤Oŷ_Ĭ ĊOƨƀĬ�ę֥ל There are a lot of good things God has for us to 
do. Let’s make a list of some of them in our prayer journal. Then we can 
use the list when we pray. When I say your name, tell me one good thing 
God has for us to do, and I will write it in our journal. 
֤ƍƨ��_ƍƛÅOĬƍנ ƛ�ęď ƛO �OTכ ƍ¡�ƀ_ ǋÅƛ¡ Oƛ¡_ƀƍכ A_ ďÅĬTכ ęOǈ_ ęÅď_ 
Ċ_ƍƨƍכ I�ƀ_ �Oƀ �ĬÅĤ�ęƍכ I�ƀ_ �Oƀ ƛ¡_ ǋOƀęT �OT Ĥ�T_כ _ƛIל 
ƀ_Ĥ_ĤA_ƀ ƛO ŷƀÅĬƛכ �ƍ YOƨ ǋƀÅƛ_ ÅĬ ƛ¡_ ĊOƨƀĬ�ęכ ƍO ƛ¡_ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ 
I�Ĭ ƀ_IO�ĬÅǰ_ ƛ¡_Åƀ Ĭ�Ĥ_ƍ �ĬT ƛ¡_ ę_ƛƛ_ƀƍ֥ל

After the Activity
“Look at all of the good things God has for us to do! ֤¡OęT ƨŷ ĊOƨƀĬ�ę֥ל 
Let’s pray and thank God for having plans for us. Would anyone like 
to pray before I pray? ֤�Åǈ_ _�I¡ I¡ÅęT ǋ¡O ǋ�Ĭƛƍ ƛO ŷƀ�Y ƛ¡_ 
OŷŷOƀƛƨĬÅƛY ƛO TO ƍO֥ל Dear God, Thank You for having plans for 
֤Ĭ�Ĥ_ _�I¡ I¡ÅęT֥ and for me. Help us start with the good things You 
have planned for everyone to do, like ֤ƀ_�T ƛ¡_ ęÅƍƛ ƛ¡_ I¡ÅęTƀ_Ĭ 
Ĥ�T_֥. You’re the best, God. We love You! In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Ĥ�T_ TO

Create


