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To the Moon and Back

3-5s Small Group

August — Week 3

First Look
Small Group

Inclusive Pro Tips 

This leader guide is designed 
to be inclusive of children 
with a disability who attend 
a group with their peers. See 
highlighted sections below for 
additional inclusive pro-tips. 
Check out the Special Needs 
Resource Kit for more ideas for 
adapting each segment.

TH

IS MONTH

ToɕǻϤ׉s ƍuggesteɕ ƍcʞeɕule

Preluɕeן ƍetting tʞe tone ʇor tʞe eϟperience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document 
for a detailed description of what you’ll need for today. In 
the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of 
other resources to help you prepare.

ƍ˾ǻll �roup ֤Լ5 ˾inutes֜

ƍociǻlן Proviɕing ti˾e ʇor ʇun interǻction
1. Star Power
2. Hidden in the Sky
3. Space Sensory Bin ! ALLERGY

ęǻrge �roup ֤ԽԻ ˾inutes֜

Worsʞipן Inviting people to responɕ to �oɕ  
ƍtorϤן Io˾˾unicǻting �oɕ׉s trutʞ in engǻging ϖǻϤs

 → “What God Made” and “All Good”
 → Bible Story
 → Prayer

ƍĤAęę �ƀŁƨP ֤Խ5 ˾inutes֜

�roupsן Ireǻting ǻ sǻʇe plǻce to connect
1. Pass the World
2. Spacewalk 
3. Celestial Tic-Tac-Toe
4. God Made...
5. Sun, Moon, and Stars
6. Journal and Prayer

¡o˾eן Pro˾pting ǻction ɂeϤonɕ tʞe eϟperience

 → Going Home
 → Memory Verse Card
 → Parent Cue Card (print or email)
 → Parent Cue App

ToɕǻϤ׉s Aiɂle ƍtorϤ

Sun, Moon, and Stars 
Genesis 1:14-19
On day four, God made the sun, 
moon, and stars.   

ďeϤ žuestion

Who made everything?

Aotto˾ ęine

God made everything.

Ĥe˾orϤ ǈerse

“God saw everything he 
had made. And it was 
very good.”
Genesis 1:31 NIrV

Small Group 
Leader Guide
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SOCIAL 1/3

Star
Power
Wʞǻt ǘou Ĭeeɕ
No supplies needed

➀ What You Do

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Gather children in an open area of the room and spread out.

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Encourage children to act and move their bodies like the sun, moon, 

and stars.

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Introduce the Bible Story.

➁ What You Say

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
“Friends, come sit on the floor with me, and make sure you’re not too 
close to your friends. We need some space to move around today!”

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
“I’m going to call out something we see in the sky, and then we can move 
and act like it. Okay, first, let’s be a star up in the sky! Stand up really tall 
and spread your feet out. Now, put your arms in the air, and then move 
your fingers around like you are a sparkling star. ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Great! Now 
let’s be a big, bright sun. ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Put your arms up over your head like 
a circle. The sun shines during the day—shine this way, and that way. 
֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Now let’s be the moon. The moon shines brightly at night. The 
moon is a circle, and sometimes that’s what it looks like to us—a great, 
big moon circle. Put your arms up over your head, and put your fingers 
together in a circle. ֤T_ĤŁĬƍTƀAT_֥ל And sometimes the moon looks like 
a crescent. Put one hand above your head, and put your fingers in the 
shape of a ‘c,’ like this. ֤T_ĤŁĬƍTƀAT_֥ל Great job! You were awesome at 
being the stars, sun, and moon!”

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
“In our true story from the Bible, we’re going to learn about what God 
made on Day 4! I’m so excited! Let’s go!”

Trǻnsition ܋ Move to Worship and Story by encouraging children 
to continue moving like the stars, sun, and moon.

ĤAD_ TŁ

Move
US

ES MINIM
A

L SUPPLIES
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➀ What You Do

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Sit together in a circle with the children. 
2. Place the globe ball in your lap. 
3. Say the Memory Verse as you do the motions. 

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Pass the globe ball around the circle, from friend to friend, as you say 

the verse. 
2. Repeat as desired. 

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Connect the Memory Verse to the Bottom Line.

➁ What You Say

Before the Activity
“Hello, friends! Come sit in a circle with me. ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Let’s say our verse 
together as we do the motions together. ‘God ֤�ęAT ¡AĬT WIT¡ T¡ƨĤA TŁ 
�Łƀ_¡_ATכ Pƨęę TŁWĬ֥ saw everything he had made. ֤AIĬŁIƨęAƀ _ǘ_ƍ֥ל 

And it was very good,’ ֤TWŁ T¡ƨĤAƍ-ƨP֥ Genesis 1:31. ֤ŁP_Ĭ ¡AĬTƍ ęIď_ 
A AŁŁď֥ל Great job, friends!”

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
֤¡ŁęT ƨP T¡_ IĬ�ęATAAę_ �ęŁA_ AAęę֥ל “This ball represents our great big 
world. Look at all the colors! Do you see the land and water? Our Memory 
Verse reminds us that ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God made everything—including 
everything on this world! ֤PŁIĬT TŁ T¡_ �ęŁA_ AAęę֥ל Let’s pass the ball 
around the circle as we say our verse. Ready? ֤PAƍƍ T¡_ �ęŁA_ AAęę TŁ 
T¡_ �IƀƍT I¡IęT֥ל ‘God saw everything.’ [Child’s name], say that with 
me. ֤WIT¡ I¡IęT֥ל ‘God saw everything.’ Now pass the ball to the friend 
next to you. ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל ‘He had made.’ [Child’s name], say that with me. 
֤WIT¡ I¡IęT֥ל ‘He had made.’ Now pass the ball to the friend next to you. 
֤PAƨƍ_֥ל ‘And it was very good.’ [Child’s name], say that with me. ֤WIT¡ 
I¡IęT֥ל ‘And it was very good.’ Now pass the ball to the friend next to you. 
֤PAƨƍ_֥ל ‘Genesis 1:31.’ [Child’s name], say that with me. ֤WIT¡ I¡IęT֥ל 
‘Genesis 1:31.’ Hooray! Let’s keep going! ֤IŁĬTIĬƨ_ ƨĬTIę _AI¡ I¡IęT 
�_Tƍ A TƨƀĬ TŁ ¡ŁęT T¡_ AAęę AĬT ƍAǘ T¡_ ǈ_ƀƍ_֥ל That was so fun! We 
worked together, passed the world, and said our verse so many times! 
Let’s clap for ourselves! Hooray!” ֤IęAP ¡AĬTƍ _ǒIIT_Tęǘ֥ל

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
“Our Memory Verse reminds us that ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God made 
everything. Who made everything? ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God made everything! 
Let’s try that one more time. Who made everything? ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God 
made everything!”

GROUPS 1/6

Pass the 
World
Memory Verse Review

�ǻitʞ ƍkills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

Wʞǻt ǘou Ĭeeɕ

 ▢ Inflatable globe ball

Ĭote
You can find examples of hand 
motions in the “Memory Verse Hand 
Motions” PDF and video, included in 
the Prelude folder and on Pinterest.

ĤAD_ TŁ

Move
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GROUPS 3/6

Celestial  
Tic-Tac-Toe
IǻtegorϤ

Application Activity

�ǻitʞ ƍkills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

Wʞǻt ǘou Ĭeeɕ

 ▢ "Celestial Tic-Tac-Toe” Activity 
Page

 ▢ Cardstock
 ▢ Paper dessert plates
 ▢ Glue stick
 ▢ Scissors 
 ▢ Painter’s tape 

➀ What You Do 

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Copy “Celestial Tic-Tac-Toe” on cardstock and cut, one set per Small 

Group. 
2. Glue one cutout per plate. 
3. Create a tic-tac-toe grid on a table with painter’s tape, with spaces 

large enough to accommodate the dessert plates. 
4. Divide your group into two teams. Have teams line up on opposite 

sides of the table. 
5. Set the six “sun” plates in front of one team and the six “moon and 

stars” plates in front of the other. 

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Call a child on the “sun” team to place a plate on the board, then ask a 

child on the “moon and stars” team to place one of their plates on the 
board. Remind the children that to win the game a team needs to get 
three of their plates in a row. 

2. Continue playing back and forth between teams until someone wins or 
the board is full. Celebrate each other. 

3. Play as many rounds as time and interest allow.

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Review the Bottom Line.

➁ What You Say 

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
“Come gather here around the table! I need half of our friends on this 
side of the table, and half of our friends on the other. Do you see our 
game board here in the middle of the table? It’s a tic-tac-toe game! One 
team will use the ‘sun’ plates and one will use the ‘moon and stars’ plates!

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
“Friends, on Day 4 ֤¡ŁęT ƨP �Łƨƀ �IĬ�_ƀƍ֥, God made the sun, moon, 
and stars! What do you see on these plates? ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Yes! This team has 
the ‘sun’ plates, and this team has the ‘moon and stars’ plates! Let’s take 
turns placing our plates on the board. Each team is trying to get three of 
your team’s plates in a row. [Child’s name on the ‘sun’ team], place one 
of your plates on the board. ֤PAƨƍ_֥ל Awesome! Now, [child’s name on 
the ‘moon and stars’ team], it’s your turn to place a plate on the board. 
֤IŁĬTIĬƨ_ ƨĬTIę A T_AĤ �_Tƍ T¡ƀ__ IĬ A ƀŁW Łƀ T¡_ AŁAƀT Iƍ �Ięę_Tל 
ƀ_P_AT Aƍ T_ƍIƀ_T֥ל That was super-fun! Great job, friends.”

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
“I’m so glad God created the sun, moon, and stars on Day 4! ֤¡ŁęT ƨP 
�Łƨƀ �IĬ�_ƀƍ֥ל God is SO creative! When you look around at the great 
big world and see the sun, moon, and stars, you can say: ‘Wow! ֦AŁTTŁĤ 
ęIĬ_֧ God made everything.’ Who made everything? ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God 
made everything!”

Ĥ
AD

_ TŁ

Think
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GROUPS 6/6

Journal and 
Prayer 
Prayer Activity

�ǻitʞ ƍkills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

Wʞǻt ǘou Ĭeeɕ

 ▢ “Memory Verse Card” Activity 
Page from Week One in Bible

 ▢ A journal
 ▢ A fun-shaped pen

Ĭote
You can find examples of hand 
motions in the “Memory Verse Hand 
Motions” PDF and video, included in 
the Prelude folder and on Pinterest.

➀ What You Do

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
1. If you do not have the “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible, copy 

“Memory Verse Card” on cardstock and cut, one per Small Group. 
2. Place one card in your Bible at Genesis 1:31. Note: Keep this card in 

your Bible all month long. 
3. Show the children how to make a big circle with their arms by touching 

their fingertips together over their head. 
4. Tell them to pretend the circle is the sun as you walk to your Small 

Group spot. 
5. Sit down and gather the children around you.

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Review the Bible Story and Memory Verse Hand Motions. 
2. Then, encourage children to help you make a list in the journal of 

things we do when the sun is shining.  

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
1. Pray with the children using the list you made in the journal.

➁ What You Say

Iontinueɕ on tʞe neϟt pǻge ܋

ĤAD_ TŁ

Reflect
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➁ What You Say

Aeʇore tʞe ActivitϤ
“It’s Small Group time! Today we’re going to make a big sun with our 
arms, like this! ֤ĤAď_ A IIƀIę_ WIT¡ ǘŁƨƀ AƀĤƍ Aǘ TŁƨI¡IĬ� ǘŁƨƀ 
�IĬ�_ƀTIPƍ TŁ�_T¡_ƀ Łǈ_ƀ ǘŁƨƀ ¡_AT֥ל Let me see your sun! ֤ęŁŁď 
AƀŁƨĬT֥ל Yay! Okay, keep your sun shining all the way to our Small Group 
spot. Here we go! ֤ď__P ǘŁƨƀ ׈ƍƨĬ׉ ƨP Aƍ ǘŁƨ ę_AT T¡_ I¡IęTƀ_Ĭ TŁ 
ǘŁƨƀ ƍĤAęę �ƀŁƨP ƍPŁT֥ל Here we are! Our sun can go down now. And 
we can sit down too! It’s time to talk about today’s Bible Story. One, two, 
three, sit down with me!” 

Turing tʞe ActivitϤ
֤ŁP_Ĭ T¡_ AIAę_ AĬT ęAǘ IT IĬ �ƀŁĬT Ł� T¡_ I¡IęTƀ_Ĭ֥ל “In our Bible 
Story today, we learned that God made the sun, moon, and stars on Day 
4! Think about that. God made the whole world and everything in it, and 
֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God made everything way out in space! Wow! ֦AŁTTŁĤ 
ęIĬ_֧ God made everything! Who made everything? ֦AŁTTŁĤ ęIĬ_֧ God 
made everything! 

“The Bible verse we’re learning says: ‘God ֤�ęAT ¡AĬT WIT¡ T¡ƨĤA TŁ 
�Łƀ_¡_ATכ Pƨęę TŁWĬ֥ saw everything he had made. ֤AIĬŁIƨęAƀ _ǘ_ƍ֥ל 
And it was very good,’ ֤TWŁ T¡ƨĤAƍ-ƨP֥ Genesis 1:31. ֤ŁP_Ĭ ¡AĬTƍ 
ęIď_ A AŁŁď֥ל That means when God saw the sun and the moon and the 
stars and all of the other things out in space, it was good! Let’s stand up 
and say that Bible verse together! Just say what I say and do what I do! 
‘God (flat hand with thumb to forehead, pull down) saw everything he 
had made. ֤AIĬŁIƨęAƀ _ǘ_ƍ֥ל And it was very good,’ ֤TWŁ T¡ƨĤAƍ-ƨP֥ 
Genesis 1:31. ֤ŁP_Ĭ ¡AĬTƍ ęIď_ A AŁŁď֥ל

“Way to go! You sound out of this world! ֤TWŁ T¡ƨĤAƍ-ƨP֥ל Let’s sit down 
so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. ֤ŁP_Ĭ ĊŁƨƀĬAę֥ל 
Now that we know God made the sun and the moon and the stars, we’re 
going to make a list of things we like to do when the sun is shining. 
Then, we can use the list when we pray. When I say your name, tell me 
one thing you like to do when the sun is shining, and I will write it in our 
journal.” ֤ƀ_Ĥ_ĤA_ƀ TŁ PƀIĬT Aƍ ǘŁƨ WƀIT_ IĬ T¡_ ĊŁƨƀĬAęכ ƍŁ T¡_ 
I¡IęTƀ_Ĭ IAĬ ƀ_IŁ�ĬIǰ_ T¡_Iƀ ĬAĤ_ƍ AĬT T¡_ ę_TT_ƀƍ֥ל

Aʇter tʞe ActivitϤ
“Look at all of the wonderful things we can do when the sun is shining! 
֤¡ŁęT ƨP ĊŁƨƀĬAę֥ל Let’s pray and thank God for making the sun, moon, 
and stars. Would anyone like to pray before I pray? ֤�Iǈ_ _AI¡ I¡IęT 
W¡Ł WAĬTƍ TŁ PƀAǘ T¡_ ŁPPŁƀTƨĬITǘ TŁ TŁ ƍŁ֥ל Dear God, thank You 
for making the sun to shine in the day and the moon and stars to shine at 
night. We like doing things like ֤ƀ_AT T¡_ ęIƍT T¡_ I¡IęTƀ_Ĭ ĤAT_֥ when 
the sun is shining. And now we can remember that You made the sun 
when the sun is shining too! We love You, God! In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

GROUPS 6/6

Journal and 
Prayer 
Prayer Activity

�ǻitʞ ƍkills

Hear from God
 

Pray to God

Talk about God
 

Live for God

Wʞǻt ǘou Ĭeeɕ

 ▢ “Memory Verse Card” Activity 
Page from Week One in Bible

 ▢ A journal
 ▢ A fun-shaped pen

Ĭote
You can find examples of hand 
motions in the “Memory Verse Hand 
Motions” PDF and video, included in 
the Prelude folder and on Pinterest.

ĤAD_ TŁ

Reflect


