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TODAY'S SUGGESTED SCHEDULE

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed
Won't You Please, description of what you'll need for today.
Please Help Me? In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you'll find a variety of other
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls resources to help you prepare.
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15 Check out our Pinterest page here https://bit.ly/447HSZi for a visual on

some of the activities.
Check out our Small Group Leader Conversation Guides to guide you
through salvation conversations: https://bit.ly/4daxSUg

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.

Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God's Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God

MONTHLY VIRTUE Welcome/Opener
Worship
Cooperation—Working together Bible Story
to do more than you can do alone Bottom Line
What's Our Part in the Story?
Prayer

BASIC TRUTH
SMALL GROUP

I need to make the wise choice.
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Better Together
Application Activity: Flip It Together
Memory Verse Activity: Verse Tower
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)

Devotionals for Kids

Parent Cue App
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https://www.pinterest.com/252kids/_saved/
https://orangeleaders.com/resources/small-group-leader-conversation-guides-salvation/
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PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION

15 MINUTES

MADE TO CONNECT

an activity that invites kids to
share with others and build
on their understanding

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Won’t You Please,
Please Help Me?
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together
to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

| need to make the wise choice.

©2025 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray
for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank
God for giving you and your few wisdom and creativity.

Ask God to help the kids learn how to collaborate, solve
problems, and recognize that we are better together.

1. EARLY ARRIVER

WHAT YOU NEED: Offering container, and “"Buddy Interview Questions” Activity
Page

WHAT YOU DO:

Welcome the kids by name as they arrive.

Invite any kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering container.
Encourage the kids to sit in a circle.

Spread the “Buddy Interview Questions” Activity Pages around in the middle of
the circle.

Instruct the kids to turn to the person next to them so they each have a
partner.

o If there is an uneven number, join the circle too.

Direct the partners to interview each other using the “Buddy Interview
Questions” Activity Page with as many questions as time allows.

After the interviews, encourage the pairs to introduce each other to the group.
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PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

an activity that increases the
oxygen in the brain and taps
into the energy in the body

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Won’t You Please,
Please Help Me?
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together
to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

| need to make the wise choice.

2. OPENING ACTIVITY
WHAT YOU NEED: No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO:
» Divide kids into groups of two.
o A group of three is fine!
* Instruct the pairs to sit on the ground with their backs to
each other.
* Direct the kids to reach behind their backs and link arms with each other.
o If you have a group of three, direct all three kids to link arms behind their
backs in a circle.
* Explain to the kids that on your “Go,” each group must attempt to stand up
without separating or unlinking their arms.
» Encourage kids to work together to figure out how to overcome the challenge
of standing up without unlinking arms.
* Say, "Go!" and begin the challenge.
» Offer tips or demonstrate as needed if kids are struggling, but let the kids try
to solve the challenge on their own first.
*  Mix up the groups if time allows.
* Invite the kids to try again.

WHAT YOU SAY:

"Was trying to stand up challenging? (Invite responses.) You did a great job
working together to figure out how to conquer a difficult challenge. You couldn't
have done it alone, but by working together, you succeeded! [Transition]
Today, we'll hear a story about a group of people who worked together and
overcame challenges to do something amazing!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
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GROUPS

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

MADE TO CONNECT
an activity that invites kids to
share with others and build
on their understanding

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Won’t You Please,
Please Help Me?
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together
to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

| need to make the wise choice.

©2025 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

*1. TOGETHER WE ARE BETTER
[TALK ABOUT GOD | BIBLE STORY REVIEW]
WHAT YOU NEED: “Memory Cards” Activity Page

WHAT YOU DO:

* Explain to the kids that the group will play one big

memory card game.

* Invite the kids to form teams of two or three.

*  Mix up the cards from the “"Memory Cards” Activity Pages and place them face
down in a grid.

e Instruct the teams to sit around the memory cards.

* Explain the memory card game:
= Each team will get a chance to flip over two cards during their turn.
o The team must consult with each other before flipping the cards.
= If a team matches two cards, they keep the pair and their turn ends,
o If not, they turn the cards back over, and it's the team to their left's turn.

* Choose a team to start the memory card game.

» Continue the game until all cards are matched, ensuring each team has at
least one set of matching cards.

« After all the matches are made, instruct the teams to place their cards face up.

* One card at a time, invite the groups to share how the pictures on the cards
relate to today's Bible Story.

» Give each kid a card to take home as a reminder of today’s story and Bottom
Line.

WHAT YOU SAY:

“Who has played a matching game like this before? (Invite responses.) This time,
you worked as a team instead of playing alone and relying on your memory. How
did working together help? (Invite responses.) It's always easier when we have
others on our team!

“In today's Bible Story, building the wall was a big job. What other problems did
they face? (Invite responses, like: Sanballat and Tobiah making insults.) Exactly!
When God's people chose to trust God and work together, they finished the wall
in just two months! God knows that we can accomplish more together, so God
wants us to work together to solve problems instead of tackling them alone.”

[Make It Personal] (Tell the group about a time when you worked with a group
to face a problem. Maybe you were working on a church or home project and
ran into some big challenges. Cooperation made solving the problem much
easier than working alone.)
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GROUPS

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

an activity that encourages learning
through following guidelines and
working as a group

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Won’t You Please,
Please Help Me?
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together
to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

| need to make the wise choice.
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3. VERSE TOWER
[HEAR FROM GOD | MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY]
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles, and prepared plastic cups

WHAT YOU DO:
» Divide the group into two teams.
* Give each team a Bible and six prepared plastic cups.
* Guide the teams to look up Ecclesiastes 4:9 in the Bible using the Bible
Navigation Tips below.

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and
find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the
kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find
Ecclesiastes in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Ecclesiastes, lead them
to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what
page they can find Ecclesiastes. Help the kids find the page. When they find Ecclesiastes,
explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter
4. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 9 in chapter 4.

e Direct each team to place the six cups on the floor in verse order.

* Once the cups are in verse order, encourage the teams to read and recite the
verse.

» After each group has put the cups in verse order, mix up the cups.

* Onyour "Go!", encourage the teams to work together to stack the cups into
one tall tower in the correct verse order (put the first word on the bottom).
o Instruct the kids to alternate the cups upside down and right side up so the

ends match.

» If the tower falls, instruct the teams to recite the entire verse before starting
again.

* Once a team successfully builds their tower, end the game.

» Direct the entire group to recite the verse together.

WHAT YOU SAY:

“You did a fantastic job building that tower! Was it easy to work together and
get the cups in the correct order? (Invite responses.) Our Memory Verse reminds
us that when we work together, we can do more than we can do alone. One
person might have struggled to stack all those cups or remember the verse, but
together, you made it happen.

“Friends, God designed us to help each other in everything we do! Like a friend
who might cheer you up or listen to something that's bothering you. Or think
about how sports teams work together—they work together to pass the ball, or
make a goal, or encourage each other when they feel discouraged. Cooperation
is all about doing more together than we can do alone. Let's keep our eyes open
to see how we can work together to solve problems.”
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GROUPS

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

an activity that creates space
for personal understanding
and application

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Won’t You Please,
Please Help Me?
Nehemiah Rebuilds the Walls
Nehemiah 1-4; 6:15

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Work together to solve problems.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each
other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together

to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

| need to make the wise choice.

4. PRAY AND DISMISS

[PRAY TO GOD | PRAYER ACTIVITY]

WHAT YOU NEED: Small whiteboard (or poster board), and
dry-erase marker (or washable marker)

WHAT YOU DO:
* Invite the kids to sit in a circle.

* Explain that praying together is a great way to support a friend, family
member, or anyone who might need prayer. Asking God for help can
oftentimes be the most powerful thing you can do!

e Ask:

o Is there anything you would like us to pray for?

*  Write each kid's prayer request on the whiteboard (or poster board).
= Give kids the option to keep their prayer requests unspoken.

* Close the group in prayer.

WHAT YOU SAY:

“Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to be with us and help us. We pray for all
the prayer requests written on this board. Please help (insert names and prayer
requests). Remind us that we are never alone and that You are with us no matter
what. Help us remember to pray for our friends, family, and those who may need
help solving a problem. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name.
Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, ask the kids to show them their memory game cards
and share that part of today’s Bible Story.
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