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TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

Come On, Let’s Go
Jesus and His Followers

Luke 5:1-11, 27-32; 6:12-16; 8:1-3

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Jesus wants us to work together.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Two people are better than
one. They can help each

other in everything they do.
Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Cooperation—Working together
to do more than you can do alone

BASIC TRUTH

I should treat others the way
I want to be treated.

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.
Check out our Pinterest page here https://bit.ly/447HSZi for a visual on 
some of the activities.
Check out our Small Group Leader Conversation Guides to guide you 
through salvation conversations: https://bit.ly/4daxSUg

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God
Welcome/Opener
Worship
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
What’s Our Part in the Story?
Prayer 

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: Making Disciples 
Application Activity: Together We Win 
Memory Verse Activity: Linked Arm Race 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

25
M I N

35
M I N

15
M I N

T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

https://www.pinterest.com/252kids/_saved/
https://orangeleaders.com/resources/small-group-leader-conversation-guides-salvation/
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PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray 
for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank 
God for the unique abilities that each kid has. Ask God to 
help the kids see the importance of working together as a 
team, just as Jesus calls us to do. 

1.  E A R LY  A R R I V E R
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Offering container

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Welcome the kids by name as they arrive.
• Invite any kids who brought an offering to place it in the offering container. 
• Inform your group that they are going to play a game called “Director Says.” 
• Start by telling the kids that one person (you for now) will be the “Director” 

and give fun commands.
• Assume the role of the “Director” and explain how the game works: 

 ú The Director gives commands that start with “Director says,” and the kids 
are to follow them.

 ú If the command doesn’t start with “Director says,” the kids are to stay still. 
• Begin the game by giving kids a few examples: 

 ú “Director says: act like a superhero!”
 ú “Director says: dance like you’re in a musical!”
 ú “Director says: strike a pose!”
 ú Then, try one without saying “Director says” to see if the kids catch on: 

“Jump up high!”
• After a few rounds, choose a kid to become the next “Director.”
• Encourage the “Director” to come up with their own fun actions for the group 

to do.
• Keep playing, rotating “Directors” so each kid has a chance to lead the group 

with their own commands.

M A D E  T O  P L A Y
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and 
working as a group
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2 .  O P E N I N G  A C T I V I T Y 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Acting Scenarios” Activity Page, and 
clapper board 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Invite the kids to find a partner or form pairs. 
• Give each pair a card from the “Acting Scenarios” Activity 

Page. 
• Make sure each pair has a different scenario. 
• Give each pair a few moments to read their scenario and discuss how they will 

act it out together. 
• Walk around your group area and offer help if any pair needs assistance. 
• Once the pairs have planned their skits, explain that each pair will perform 

their scene in front of the group. 
• Gather your group together.
• To make it fun, use the clapper board to introduce each scenario, saying 

something like, “Scene 1, Take 1 . . . Action!” 
• After each performance, encourage the rest of the group to guess what 

scenario was being acted out. 
• Allow time for each pair to perform their skit.
• Compliment the kids on their teamwork and creativity.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Wow! You made great ‘cast’ team members! [Transition] Let’s go hear about a 
group of people invited to be part of the greatest team ever!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.

M A D E  T O  I M A G I N E
an activity that promotes empathy
and facilitates biblical application 
through role-play and reenactment
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the
oxygen in the brain and taps
into the energy in the body

* 1.  M A K I N G  D I S C I P L E S 
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “Disciple Cards” Activity Page, “People 
Cutouts” Activity Page, parachute (or round tablecloth), 
packing tape, and prepared paper with the word “Jesus” 
written on it 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• If you haven’t already done so, write the word “Jesus” on a piece of paper. 
• Using packing tape, adhere the prepared piece of paper to the center of the 

parachute (or round tablecloth).
• Scatter the “People Cutouts” Activity Page randomly around your group area. 
• Lay the parachute flat on the floor. 
• Invite the kids to stand around the parachute in a circle.
• Give each kid a card from the “Disciple Cards” Activity Page until there aren’t 

any disciple cards left.
 ú Some kids may have more than one disciple card, and that’s okay!

• As you hand out the cards, say the disciple’s name out loud and have the 
group repeat it.

• Invite the kids to share what they discovered about that disciple from today’s 
Bible Story, if there’s something to share about the disciple.

• After the discussion, say: “(Insert a name of disciple) decided to follow Jesus.” 
Filling in the blank with one of the disciples.

• Direct the child with that disciple’s card to toss their card into the parachute. 
• Once all the disciple cards are in the parachute, instruct the group to hold the 

edges of the parachute. 
• Model how to gently shake the parachute to keep the cards moving toward 

the center, representing the disciples gathering around Jesus. 
• Next, say, “(Insert name of disciple), made someone a disciple!”
• Instruct the kid who had that disciple’s name to look around the room, find a 

card from the “People Cutout” Activity Page, and toss it into the center of the 
parachute.

• Continue playing, calling out each disciple’s name, and allowing kids to 
retrieve a people cutout and toss it onto the parachute.

• Play until all of the cards from the “People Cutouts” Activity Page are found 
and tossed into the parachute.

• Once all the people cutouts are on the parachute, encourage the kids to find 
their original disciple(s).

• Encourage kids to take their disciple(s) home and place it/them in their Bibles 
as a reminder of today’s Bible Story. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Did you notice how Jesus invited people with all kinds of jobs to follow Him? 
What were some of the jobs they had? (Pause for responses—fishermen, tax 
collectors, women, etc.) That’s right! These people might not have been friends 
before, BUT Jesus brought them together.
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( * 1.  M A K I N G  D I S C I P L E S ,  C O N T I N U E D )
“Why do you think Jesus brought them together? (Invite responses.) Jesus knew that the more time they spent with 
Him, the more they’d grow to love like Him. And guess what? They worked together to share Jesus with everyone. That’s 
what Jesus wants us to do too! We can tell more people about Jesus when we work together! Remember, Jesus wants 
us to work together.”
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3 .  L I N K E D  A R M  R A C E 
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ]
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Bibles, “Memory Verse Cards” Activity 
Page, and painter’s tape

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Make sure each kid has a Bible. 

• Guide the kids to look up Ecclesiastes 4:9 using the Bible Navigation Tips 
below. 

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and 
find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the 
kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find 
Ecclesiastes in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Ecclesiastes, lead them 
to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what 
page they can find Ecclesiastes. Help the kids find the page. When they find Ecclesiastes 
explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 
4. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 9 in chapter 4. 

• Repeat the verse together several times.
• Collect the Bibles.
• Mark a starting point on the floor using painter’s tape.
• Divide kids into pairs.

 ú It’s okay if you have a group of three.
• Mix up the cards from the “Memory Verse Cards” Activity Page and place them 

a distance away from the starting line.
• Direct the pairs/trios to form a line behind the starting point.
• One at a time, instruct each pair to link arms, race to the cards, pick up the top 

card and run back while both are holding the card.
• After returning, direct the pair to go to the back of the line.
• Repeat until all the cards are picked up.

 ú Note: Some pairs might need to run twice if you have a small group.
• Once all the cards are collected, instruct the kids to work together to put the 

verse in order.
 ú Help the kids as needed by encouraging them to repeat the verse aloud. 

• Once the verse is assembled, encourage the kids to read it out loud a few 
times. 

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Great job working together! I love this verse. It reminds us that two people really 
are better than one! A friend can help us and keep us going when things get 
tough. This verse shows us that we aren’t meant to do things by ourselves. Jesus 
wants us to work together because He created us for relationships! Jesus gave 
us our families and friends because He loves us. When we cooperate and work 
together, we do what God designed us to do!” 
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M A D E  T O  R E F L E C T
an activity that creates space

for personal understanding
and application

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

4 .  P R AY  A N D  D I S M I S S
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Ball 

W H AT  Y O U  D O : 
• Invite the kids to sit with you in a circle. 
• Explain to the kids that they will pass a ball around the 

circle. 
• As each kid receives the ball, prompt them to pray for the kid to their left by 

praying this: 
 ú “God, please help [kid’s name] to have peace and patience to work 

together with others.”
• Start the process by praying for the kid on your left, then pass the ball to them.
• Encourage the kids to continue passing the ball around the circle, praying the 

same one-sentence prayer for the person on their left. 
 ú They can also add their own prayers if they wish.

• If a kid prefers not to pray out loud, invite them to pray silently and then pass 
the ball along.

• Once the ball returns to you in the circle, close out in prayer then say 
something similar to the text below.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY :
“Thank you for praying for your friend on your left today! Prayer is something we 
can do alone or with a group of people. It is something we can cooperate on! 
This week, let’s find a way to pray together with someone —whether it’s a parent, 
a sibling, or a friend, because God wants us to work together.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show their “Disciple” card(s) 
and share what they learned about him or her in today’s story.


