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TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

All I Ask
Jesus Appears to Thomas

John 20:19-29

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

Whatever happens,
remember God is bigger

than your questions.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“In this world you will have
trouble. But, be encouraged!

I have won the battle over
the world.” 

John 16:33b, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Hope—Believing that something 
good can come out of

something bad

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

T O D A Y ’ S  S U G G E S T E D  S C H E D U L E

PRELUDE: Setting the Tone for the Experience
See the Getting Ready pages at the end of this document for a detailed 
description of what you’ll need for today.
In the Prelude folder of your curriculum, you’ll find a variety of other 
resources to help you prepare.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways
WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God
Opener
Worship (“Hope Is Alive from Make a Move, and “You Have 
Overcome” from This Little Light)
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
What’s Our Part in the Story?
Prayer

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Bible Story Review: The Big Picture (k–1st grade), No Doubt 
Charades (2nd–3rd grade)
Application Activity: Got Questions? (k–1st grade), I’ve Got 
Questions (2nd–3rd grade)
Memory Verse Activity: Words in Red (k–1st grade), Sticky 
Hope (2nd–3rd grade) 
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

HOME: Prompting Action Beyond the Experience
Parent Cue Card (Print or Email)
Devotionals for Kids
Parent Cue App

25
M I N

35
M I N

15
M I N
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something bad
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25 MINUTES 10 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

L A R G E  G R O U P
E N G A G E  K I D S ’  H E A R T S  T H R O U G H  A  D Y N A M I C  A N D  I N T E R A C T I V E  B I B L E  S T O R Y, 

W O R S H I P ,  A N D  P R AY E R  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  A  L A R G E  G R O U P  S E T T I N G . 

AU D I O :  P L AY H I G H - E N E R GY M U S I C  A S  K I D S  E N T E R .

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

Host enters.

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  C O U N T D O W N

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  I N T R O

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

O P E N E R
H O S T :  “What’s up, everybody? I’m so glad you’re here, because we’ve got lots 
of fun planned for you today!

“This month we’ve been talking about how we can find hope when we look at 
the ‘big picture.’ Sometimes things happen that make us feel scared, worried, 
or confused. But we can keep hope alive when we remember that God is with 
us . . . God loves us . . . and God sent Jesus to be our Savior. Jesus died on the 
cross to pay the price for our sins and then defeated death by coming back 
to life. That’s what we celebrated last week at Easter, and it’s something that 
can change the way we live our lives every day!

“Now, today we’ll look at the story of someone who had some questions. So I 
thought it would be fun to play a question game. I call it, ‘What IS That Thing?’

“Raise your hand if you’ve ever played the game ‘Heads Up’—you know, 
where someone puts their phone on their forehead (put your phone on your 
forehead), and they try to guess the word or phrase that’s on their phone 
based on what everyone else tells them. Sound familiar? (Pause for responses.) 

“Well, this game is kind of like that. I’ll need two Small Group Leaders to come 
join me on the stage. 

Bring up two adult leaders and give each of them a 
blindfold to put on.

(Referencing the two leaders) “Our friends here will wear these blindfolds so 
they won’t be able to see the image that will be on the screen. All of you will 
see the image on the screen, but this is very important: you can’t say the name 
of it! You can talk ABOUT whatever is on the screen, but you can’t say the 
name. So, for example, let’s say we put up a picture of an apple. You can’t say 
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PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

the word apple. But you might say things like: ‘It’s crunchy. It tastes yummy. It grows on trees in an orchard.’ Keep giving 
clues until the leader can guess the correct answer: apple!

“We’ll take turns, with each leader trying to guess, then switching to the other leader. Let’s see how many you can get 
right in two minutes. Are you ready? (Pause for responses.) You’re not going to say the name of the item when we show 
it on screen, right? (Pause for responses.) All right: say it with me: ‘What IS That Thing?”

AU D I O :  F U N ,  I N S T R U M E N TA L M U S I C

Set a timer on your phone for two minutes.

S L I D E S :  G A M E  S L I D E S ,  O N E  AT A T I M E  ( F O L LO W H O S T ’ S  L E A D)

For each round, alternate between the two leaders on stage. Let them listen to the clues the kids 
give them. If the kids accidentally say the name of what’s on screen, just say “pass” and move on 
to the next one (but remind them only to talk ABOUT the item—not say the name).

Use the dry-erase board and dry-erase marker to keep track of how many items the leaders guess. 
This isn’t a competition; you’re just trying to see how many the group can guess as a whole.

When time runs out, congratulate everyone on how many they got right. Thank the two leaders 
and dismiss them to their seats.

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

“Way to go, everyone! You did a great job of giving clues, and our leaders did a great job of guessing those mystery 
items. It’s good to know that God is there to help us when we feel uncertain or have questions. Let’s all jump up on our 
feet so we can sing and worship God together.”
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W O R S H I P
Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.

W O R S H I P  L E A D E R :  “Hi, everyone! It’s great to be here with you as we sing about the hope God gives us. God loved us 
enough to send Jesus to be our Savior—and that’s the best news ever! Jesus died on the cross for us, and Jesus is alive 
today. Let’s lift our voices in worship.

AU D I O :  “ H O P E  I S  A L I V E ”  /  T R AC K  2  F R O M  M A K E  A M OV E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O :  “ H O P E  I S  A L I V E ”  L I V E  LY R I C S  O R  D A N C E  M OV E S  M U S I C  V I D E O

“It makes me feel so good to think about how much God loves us. Before we continue in worship today, check this out.

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  L I V E  LO U D  V I D E O  F R O M  G E T R E E L

“Life can feel difficult and confusing sometimes. But even in those tough times, we can look to Jesus and find hope 
to carry on. Listen to these words from 1 John 5:20: ‘We . . . know that the Son of God has come. He has given us 
understanding. So we can know the God who is true. And we belong to the true God by belonging to his Son, Jesus 
Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.’ (NIrV) We have true hope because of what Jesus has done for us. Let’s sing 
‘You Have Overcome.’“

AU D I O :  “ YO U  H AV E  OV E R C O M E ”  /  T R AC K  8  F R O M  T H I S  L I T T L E  L I G H T

O P T I O N A L V I D E O :  “ YO U  H AV E  OV E R C O M E ”  L I V E  LY R I C S  V I D E O ,  O R  D A N C E  M OV E S  M U S I C  V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E )
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25 MINUTES

B I B L E  S T O RY
S L I D E :  T H E M E  B AC KG R O U N D

Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit.

SETTING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Hello, friends! We’ve been talking about the reason we can have hope no matter what’s going on 
around us. We can have hope because Jesus is alive! Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and then came back to life. 
But do you remember why Jesus had to pay the price for our sins?

(Hold up Bible.) “Well, if we go back to the very beginning, we read how God made a perfect world. But when people 
turned away from God, the world was broken. Still, God had a good plan to make things right. God promised to bless 
the whole world through the family of one man, Abraham. And God’s promise came true when God sent Jesus to be 
born in Bethlehem.

“When Jesus grew up, He traveled from town to town, teaching and healing people. People could see that Jesus was 
special, and they began to follow Him wherever He went. They started to think He might really be the Savior God had 
promised to send. But not everyone believed that. The religious leaders didn’t think that Jesus was the Son of God, and 
they didn’t like that people were following Him instead of them. So when Jesus came to Jerusalem for the Passover 
festival, the religious leaders made plans to get rid of Him.

“Last week we talked about what happened when Jesus came to Jerusalem. He was arrested, even though He hadn’t 
done anything wrong. He was put on a cross to be punished like a criminal . . . and He died. This was so sad, but now 
we know that it was all part of God’s good plan. Jesus died on the cross to pay the price for the sins of anyone who 
would choose to follow Him. But that wasn’t the end of the story, was it?

“As I tell you what happened next, I’d love it if you could help me by being ‘story statues.’ I’ll walk through the room . . . 
and when I get to a part of the story where I need one or more statue helpers, I’ll raise my hand. (Raise your hand.) If you 
want to pose as a statue, that’s when you raise your hand. If I point to you, stand up, and I’ll tell you how to pose to show 
what happened in the story. Then you can sit back down.

“Ready? Let’s get into it!

Start to walk into the audience. (Throughout the story, move around the audience so you can pick 
kids from different parts of the room.)

THE RESURRECTION/ROAD TO EMMAUS
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “On Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb.

Raise your hand. Point to a girl with her hand raised and cue her to stand up.

“When she got there, she discovered that the tomb was empty. She was SHOCKED and AMAZED!

Pause and see how the girl does a shocked/amazed pose. Do a hand motion (both palms out) to 
indicate that she should freeze.



©2025 Amazing Life Foundation. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

6

L A R G E  G R O U P

K-3
W E E K

FOUR
A P R I L  2 0 2 5

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

25 MINUTES

(To the girl) “Perfect, [kid’s name]. Hold it just like that. (To audience) Jesus was alive! Mary even spoke with Jesus. She 
then rushed back to share the good news with the disciples.

Motion for the girl to sit back down.

“Later that same day, two of Jesus’ followers were traveling to a village called Emmaus.

Raise your hand. Point to two boys with their hands raised and cue them to stand up.

“They were walking and talking about everything that had happened.

Pause and see how the two boys do a walking/talking pose. Do the hand motion to indicate that 
they should freeze. 

“All of a sudden, Jesus Himself showed up, walking along with them!

Raise your hand. Point to another boy and cue him to stand up. Guide him to stand between the 
other two boys. Then do the hand motion to indicate that he should freeze.

“Perfect!

Motion for the three boys to sit back down.

JESUS APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Meanwhile, Jesus’ disciples were hiding together in a locked room.

Raise your hand. Point to three other boys with their hands raised and cue them to stand up.

“They were hiding because they were scared about what might happen next.

Pause and see how the three boys do a scared pose. Do the hand motion to indicate that they 
should freeze. 

“Well, get this. Suddenly, in that locked room, Jesus Himself appeared!

Cue the boy who played Jesus before to come over to where the others are. Raise your hands 
above your head and motion for him to do that same pose; then cue him to freeze.

“This is what we read in the book of John.

Open the Bible to John 20:19-20 (NIrV) and read.

Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “May peace be with you!” Then he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples were very happy when they saw the Lord. (NIrV)

(To the disciples) “Very happy—let’s see that, disciples.
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Pause and see how the three boys do a happy pose. Do the hand motion to indicate that they 
should freeze.

Make sure the boy playing Jesus stays frozen with his hands raised.

(To the disciples/Jesus) “Great job. You four stay just like that for a minute, okay?

Walk over to another part of the room.

(To audience) “Now, there was one disciple, Thomas, who wasn’t with the other disciples at that time.

Raise your hand. Point to a boy with his hand raised and cue him to stand up.

“Later, when Thomas heard what had happened, he had some questions. The story seemed too good to be true. (To the 
boy) Let’s see you shrug like this, Thomas.

Do an exaggerated shrug, with your arms outstretched and palms up. Motion for the boy playing 
Thomas to do that same pose; then cue him to freeze.

(To audience) “Here’s what Thomas said to the other disciples.

Open the Bible to John 20:25 (NIrV) and read.

“First I must see the nail marks in his hands. I must put my finger where the nails were. I must put my hand into his side. 
Only then will I believe.” (NIrV)

JESUS APPEARS TO THOMAS
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Well, one week later, the same thing happened again.

Walk back to the other disciples and Jesus. Make sure they’re still doing their poses as before.

“The disciples were in the same locked room when Jesus suddenly appeared among them. But this time . . . Thomas was 
there.

Cue the boy playing Thomas before to come over to where the others are. Make sure he’s still 
doing the shrug pose.

“Listen to what happened.

Open the Bible to John 20:26-27 (NIrV) and read.

Even though the doors were locked, Jesus came in and stood among them. He said, “May peace be with you!” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. See my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe.” (NIrV)

“Thomas was SHOCKED and AMAZED!
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Pause and see how Thomas does a shocked/amazed pose. (Ideally, it’ll be the same pose as the 
girl did earlier for Mary.) Do the hand motion to indicate that he should freeze.

“Thomas cried out, ‘My Lord and my God!’ (John 20:28, NIrV).

“And then Jesus said this to him.

Open the Bible to John 20:29 (NIrV) and read.

“Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed.” (NIrV)

(To Thomas) “Let’s see your joyful pose, Thomas.

Pause and see how Thomas does a joyful pose.

(To audience) “Let’s give a big hand to ALL of our story statue helpers. (To the kids standing up) You can have a seat.

Go back on stage as the kids sit down.

WRAPPING UP THE STORY
S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Thomas had questions and doubts. It was hard for him to believe that the good news could possibly be 
true—that Jesus was alive.

“And did you notice how Jesus treated Thomas when Thomas had those questions? Jesus wasn’t frustrated or angry. 
Not at all! Jesus was kind to Thomas, and He helped Thomas understand that He really had come back to life.

“We all have questions about things that happen in our lives. We might wonder why something went the way it did . . . or 
maybe why something DIDN’T happen like we wanted it to. Even in those difficult moments, we can trust that God sees 
the bigger picture. We can trust that God has a bigger plan.

S L I D E :  B OT T O M  L I N E

“Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions. Say that with me.”

S T O R Y T E L L E R  A N D  K I D S :  “Whatever happens, remember God is bigger than your questions.”

Host enters.

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

W H A T ’ S  O U R  PA R T  I N  T H E  S T O RY ?
H O S T :  “I know there have been times when I’ve felt confused or worried about things that have happened in my life. It’s 
normal to have questions about things we don’t understand.”
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S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “Absolutely. That was how Thomas felt. He wanted to believe what people were saying—that Jesus was 
alive—but then again, it didn’t seem possible. His friends were so excited because they had seen Jesus . . . but Thomas 
still couldn’t be sure until he saw Jesus for himself.”

H O S T :  “Sure enough, Jesus appeared to Thomas and helped him believe! That must have filled Thomas with SO much 
hope.

S L I D E :  V I R T U E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  T R A N S I T I O N  T O  V I R T U E

“Hope is about believing that something good can come out of something bad.”

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  V I R T U E  T R A N S I T I O N  T O  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “No matter what’s going on in our lives, we can find hope when we remember that God is right there 
with us.”

H O S T :  “We won’t always get to know why some difficult things happen . . . but we CAN know that God is always there 
in the midst of them.”

S T O R Y T E L L E R :  “That’s right. We can see just one tiny part . . . but God sees the whole story. No matter what questions 
or doubts you have, you can always talk to God about them. [Basic Truth] You can trust God no matter what!”

H O S T :  “Let’s pray and thank God for helping us with our questions.”

P R AY E R
S T O R Y T E L L E R  O R  H O S T :  “Dear God, thank You for this story of Jesus and Thomas. Thomas had doubts and questions 
about what really happened after Jesus died on the cross . . . and Jesus showed up to help Thomas believe. God, it’s so 
good to know how big You are. You are bigger than our biggest questions. You understand things we don’t understand. 
Remind us to bring our doubts and questions to You and talk to You about everything we’re feeling inside. We love You, 
and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

AU D I O :  P L AY H I G H - E N E R GY M U S I C  A S  T H E  K I D S  E X I T.

S L I D E :  T H E M E

O P T I O N A L V I D E O  ( M E D I A PAC K AG E ) :  T H E M E  LO O P
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T O  G E T  R E A D Y  F O R  T H I S  W E E K

STORY: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH IN  
ENGAGING WAYS (25 MINUTES)

WORSHIP: INVITING PEOPLE TO RESPOND TO GOD 
(10 MINUTES)

1.  O P E N E R
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :

•	 Host
•	 Two Small Group Leaders
•	 Two blindfolds
•	 Host’s phone
•	 Dry-erase board and dry-erase marker

M U S I C  A N D  S O U N D  E F F E C T S : 

•	 Upbeat music to use as kids enter the room
•	 Fun, instrumental music for the game

L A R G E  G R O U P  V I S U A L S : 

•	 Theme Slide
•	 Game Slides

O P T I O N A L  V I D E O S  ( A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E 

T H R O U G H  T H E  2 5 2  M E D I A  P A C K A G E ) : 

•	 Theme Loop
•	 Countdown
•	 Theme Intro

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

•	 Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone 
helping with Large Group.

•	 Download the slides or optional videos and have them 
ready to use. If you do not have screen capabilities, 
you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the 
slides on paper.

•	 Refer to week 1 to confirm that your church has 
appropriate licensing to perform or play music and 
sound effects in your kids’ environments.

•	 A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to 
go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic 
motion loops are included in the package. For more 
information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

2 .  W O R S H I P
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :

•	 Worship Leader(s)

M U S I C  A N D  S O U N D  E F F E C T S :

•	 “Hope Is Alive” from Make a Move 
•	 “You Have Overcome” from This Little Light (In Get 

Reel there is a Live Loud video you can show to help 
teach and encourage worship in our everyday lives. 
Consider using this segment before doing “You Have 
Overcome.”)

O P T I O N A L  V I D E O S  ( A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E ) : 

•	 “Hope Is Alive” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video 
(available through Store.ThinkOrange.com)

•	 Live Loud Video from Get Reel (available through the 
252 Media Package)

•	 “You Have Overcome” Live Lyrics Video (available 
through Store.ThinkOrange.com) or Dance Moves Music 
Video (available through Store.ThinkOrange.com or the 
252 Media Package)

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

•	 Download all songs and have them ready to use.
•	 Dance Moves Music Videos and Live Lyrics Videos are 

available for many Orange Kids Music songs. For more 
information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

•	 A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go 
along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith 
skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the 
monthly worship song are included in the package. For 
more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.

3 .  B I B L E  S T O RY
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :

•	 Storyteller
•	 Host
•	 Bible
•	 Several kid volunteers
	

M U S I C  A N D  S O U N D  E F F E C T S :

•	 Upbeat music to use as kids exit the room
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G E T T I N G  R E A D Y
H E R E ’ S  E V E R Y T H I N G  Y O U  N E E D  T O  K N O W  T O  G E T  R E A D Y  F O R  T H I S  W E E K

L A R G E  G R O U P  V I S U A L S :

•	 Theme Background Slide
•	 Bottom Line Slide
•	 Theme Slide
•	 Virtue Slide

O P T I O N A L  V I D E O S  ( A V A I L A B L E  F O R  P U R C H A S E 

T H R O U G H  T H E  2 5 2  M E D I A  P A C K A G E ) : 

•	 Theme Loop
•	 Theme Transition to Virtue
•	 Virtue Transition to Theme

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

•	 Download the slides and have them ready to use. If 
you do not have screen capabilities, you have Orange’s 
permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.

•	 Confirm that your church has appropriate licensing to 
perform or play music and sound effects in your kids’ 
environments (see above under Opener).

VIDEO ENHANCEMENTS FOR YOUR ENVIRONMENT
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  P U R C H A S E  AT  

S T O R E . T H I N K O R A N G E . C O M .

F E AT U R E  P R E S E N TAT I O N :  Everything you need to pull off 
a dynamic video storytelling experience, including video 
Bible presentations to complement 252 Kids and 252 
Preteen curriculum.

Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these 
videos so you can plug and play the way you need to 
each week.

For 252 Kids (kindergarten through 3rd grade):
•	 StoryLab: Invite elementary kids to engage with 

inquisitive young hosts as they explore core biblical 
truths and stories in a STEAM-inspired setting.

For 252 Preteen (4th and 5th grade):
•	 The So & So Show: Guide preteens to explore 

questions of faith through a YouTube-style show full of 
humor and lots of zany fun.

G E T  R E E L :  Videos and graphics to enhance your 252 Kids 
and 252 Preteen curriculum environments.
Four videos each month that will help kids learn 
basic faith skills. Use these videos in your FX (Family 
Experience), Large Group, or midweek programming, or 
share them with families in your church according to the 
terms of the 252 Enhanced Licensing Agreement.

Discovery—Listen to God’s words (HEAR)
Dear God—Dialogue with God (PRAY)
One Thing—Articulate your faith (TALK)
Live Loud—Worship with your life (LIVE)

A D D I T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T  E N H A N C E M E N T S  I N C L U D I N G :

•	 Motion graphics, including loops
•	 Themed audio transitions
•	 Virtue and monthly widget promo videos
•	 Countdown videos (30 seconds, 60 seconds, and 5 

minutes)
•	 Dance moves music video for an additional worship 

song related to the monthly virtue
•	 Retro Reel video to play on your fifth Sunday


